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Summary Highlights of Economic Conditions in the Nonrubber 
Footwear Industry in the Fourth Calendar Quarter of 1984 

U.S. production.  - -Preliminary data indicate that domestic production of 
nonrubber footwear in the fourth quarter of 1984 declined by 20 percent from 
the corresponding period of 1983 to 65.8 million pairs. Production for the 
full year 1984,  mounted to 298.4 million pairs, a decline of 13 percent from 
1983 (table 1). 

U.S. producers' shipments.  - -Preliminary data for the fourth quarter of 
1984 indicate that producers' nonrubber footwear shipments declined by 22 
percent from the year-earlier level to $949.1 million. Shipments for the full 
year 1984 amounted to $4.0 billion, a decline of 15 percent from 1983 (table 2). 

U.S. imports.  - -U.S. imports of nonrubber footwear totaled 134.3 million 
pairs in the fourth quarter of 1984, a 5-percent decline over the year-earlier 
period (table 6) .. The decline in imports marked the first time in at least 2 
years that they have decreased on a year-to-year quarterly basis. Most of the 
decline was accounted for by the largest suppliers, with imports from Taiwan 
dropping by 9 percent and those from Korea, consisting primarily of athletic 
shoes, falling by 40 percent during the period. Imports from Brazil continued 
their rapid growth, expanding by 36 percent. 

Despite the fourth-quarter decline, imports for all of 1984 were up 25 
percent over the 1983 level to 725.9 million pairs (valued at $4.6 billion). 
Imports from Taiwan in 1984 increased by 26 percent over the 1983 level to 
307.1 million pairs, while those from Korea remained unchanged at about 118 
million pairs. Shipments from Brazil accelerated 70 percent during the period 
to almost 110 million pairs (table 6). 

U.S. exports.  - -U.S. exports in the fourth quarter of 1984 totaled 2.7 
million pairs (valued at $26.7 million), representing an increase of 56 percent 
from a year ago. Exports for all of 1984 totaled 8.8 million pairs (valued at 
$97.3 million), representing an 18-percent gain over 1983 (tables 13-15). They 
accounted for 3.0 percent of total production in 1984. 

Apparent U.S. consumption. - -Preliminary data indicate that apparent 
consumption of nonrubber footwear in the fourth quarter of 1984 declined by 11 
percent in quantity and 10 percent in value from year-earlier levels to 197.4 
million pairs, valued at $1.9 billion. Apparent consumption for the full year 
1984 amounted to 1.0 billion pairs, valued at $8.6 billion, representing a 
11-percent increase in quantity and a 3-percent increase in value from 1983 
(tables 1 and 2). 

Ratio of imports to consumption.  - -Preliminary data for the fourth quarter 
of 1984 show that imports' share of the U.S. nonrubber footwear market averaged 
68 percent in terms of quantity and 51 percent in terms of value. For the full 
year 1984, imports captured a record share of the U.S. market, accounting for 
71 percent of the quantity and 54 percent of the value (tables 1 and 2). In 
1983, they accounted for 63 percent of the quantity and 44 percent of the value. 
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Prices.--The Producer Price Index for footwear in the fourth quarter of 
1984 declined by less than 1 percent and the Consumer Price Index increased by 
2 percent from their respective year-earlier levels (table 5). 

Employment and unemployment rate. --Preliminary employment data show that 
the number of persons employed in the U.S. nonrubber footwear industry during 
the fourth quarter of 1984 declined by 10 percent from that in the 
corresponding period of 1983 to 114,500 persons. Preliminary data for all of 
1984 show that employment fell by 5 percent from the 1983 level to 120,700 
persons. The unemployment rate in the leather and leather products industry 
for the fourth quarter of 1984 was 13.8 percent, compared with 11.5 percent in 
the corresponding period of 1983 (table 5). The unemployment rate for 1984 
(yearly average) was 14.4 percent. 1/ 

Price range trend of U.S. imports.  - -In 1984, a significant increase 
occurred in imported footwear valued under $1.25 per pair, especially of 
women's and misses' plastic footwear. Sizable increases also occurred in the 
more expensive categories, consisting primarily of leather athletic and 
women's and misses' leather footwear (table 9). 

Imports of certain rubber footwear.  - -Imports of rubber footwear with 
fabric uppers and soles of rubber or plastics, another sector of the footwear 
industry, including sneakers, joggers, and certain casual shoes and slippers, 
decreased by 33 percent in the fourth quarter of 1984 from those in the 
year-earlier period to 16 million pairs, valued at $41 million. Imports of 
such footwear for the full year 1984 increased by 5 percent over 1983 to 108 
million pairs, valued at $270 million (tables 10 and 11). Korea and Taiwan 
accounted for 63 percent of the quantity and 77 percent of the value of these 
imports in 1984. 

Plant closings and openings.- -The Footwear Industries of America (FIA), 
the nonrubber footwear industry's trade association, provided a list showing 
that 89 shoe factories ceased operations in 1984 (see page 32). A total of 25 
factories were reported to have closed in New England, 8 in Pennsylvania, 7 in 
New York, 7 in Tennessee, and 5 in Missouri. The factory closings ranged from 
single-plant operations to major publicly held shoe firms, and involved a 
broad range of items, including slippers, boots, athletic shoes, dress and 
casual shoes, and children's footwear. It is believed that the majority of 
the factories were manufacturers of nonrubber footwear. FIA also stated that 
there were approximately 12 new entrants into the nonrubber footwear industry, 
4 of which are small factories operating in previously closed footwear 
facilities. The Commission did not verify independently the information on 
plant closings and openings that was provided by FIA. 

1/ Data on monthly unemployment rates are subject to considerable 
fluctuation because of the small sample used and, consequently, should be used 
with caution. 
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Table 9. - -Nonrubber footwear: U.S. imports and percentage distribution of 
shipments, by types and by price ranges (per pair), 1982-84 

• Type and price range 1/ 1982 1983 • 1984  

: 
: 
: 

Percentage 
change, 1984 
from 1983 

Men's, youths' and boys' leather: 	: • . • . : 
Total quantity 	 1,000 pairs--: 30,044 : 40,136 : 52,295 : 30 

Less than $1.25 do---: 339 : 239 : 659 : 176 
$1.26 - $2.50------------do----: 494 : 328 : 755 : 131 
$2.51 - $5.00 	 do 	: 2,804 : 5,568 : 4,672 : -16 
$5.01 - $8.00 	 do 	: 6,959 : 10,005 : 11,898 : 19 
$8.01 and over do 	: 19,448 : 23,996 : 34,310 : 43 

Women's and misses' leather: 	: : : . 
Total quantity 	 1,000 pairs--: 94,806 : 131,077 : 180.285 : 38 

Less than $1.25 do 	: 600 : 913 : 3,589 : 293 
$1.26 - $2.50 	 do 	: 1,642 : 2,776 : 4,238 : 53 
$2.51 - $5.00 	 do 	: 20,183 : 28,510 : 27,358 : -4 
$5.01 - $8.00 	 do 	: 26,768 : 40,753 : 58,567 : 44 
$8.01 and over do 	: 45,611 : 58,125 : 86,533 : 49 

hen's, youths', and boys' plastic: : • . • . 
Total quantity 	 1,000 pairs--: 24,961 : 27,440 : 31,029 : 13 

Less than $1.25 do 	: 3,068 : 3,831 : 4,700 : 23 
$1.26 - $2.50 	 do 	: 4,231 : 4,335 : 3,737 : -14 
$2.51 - $5.00 	 do 	: 7,740 : 10,366 : 12,268 : 18 
$5.01 - $8.00 	 do----: 8,035 : 7,550 : 9,131 : 21 
$8.01 and over 	 do- 	: 1,888 : 1,358 : 1,193 : -12 

. Women's and misses' plastic: 	• • . : 
Total quantity 	 1,000 pairs--: 122.081 : 127.236 : 180.029 : 41 
. Less than $1.25 do 	: 16,610 : 18,932 : 39,798 : 110 

$1.26 - $2.50 	 do 	: 22,628 : 20,869 : 24,876 : 19 
$2.51 - $5.00 	 do 	: 53,217 : 62,294 : 80,052 : 29 
$5.01 - $8.00 	 do 	: 25,342 : 21,830 : 31,891 : 46 
$8.01 and over do 	: 4,284 : 3,311 : 3,412 : 3 

Leather athletic: : : : 
Total quantity 	 1,000 pairs--: 76.908 : 79,213 : 111,211 : 40 

Less than $1.25 do 	: 1,044 : 1,150 : 1,670 : 45 
$1.26 - $2.50 	 do 	: 207 : 577 : 502 : -13 
$2.51 - $5.00 	 do 	: 13,408 : 21,560 : 23,488 : 9 
$5.01 - $8.00 	 do----: 36,257 : 29,061 : 45,303 : 56 
$8.01 and over do 	: 25,993 : 26,864 : 40,249 : 50 

Plastic athletic: : : : . 
Total quantity 	 1,000 pairs--: 10.084 : 8,824 : 10,331 : 17 

Less than $1.25 do 	: 174 : 361 : 560 : 55 
$1.26 - $2.50 	 do 	: 616 : 462 : 1,191 : 158 
$2.51 - $5.00 	 do 	: 7,031 : 5,678 : 5,126 : -10 
$5.01 - $8.00 	 do 	: 1,130 : 1,017 : 1,504 : 48 
$8.01 and over do 	: 1,133 : 1,306 : 1,950 : 49 

See footnotes at end of table. 
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Table 9.--Nonrubber footwear: U.S. imports and percentage distribution of 
shipments, by types and by price ranges (per pair), 1982-84--Continued 

• 
Type and price range 1/ 	' 1982 

• 
' 1983 

• 
 1984 

: 
: 
: 

Percentage 
 change, 1984 
from 1983 

: 
Leather work: : : 

Total quantity 	 1,000 pairs--: 6.874 : 8,044 : 9.059 : 13 
Less than $1.25 	 do----: 1 : 1 : 23 : 2,200 
$1.26 - $2.50 	 do 	: 1 : 12 : 8 : -33 
$2.51 - $5.00 	 do 	: 48 : 167 : 227 : 36 
$5.01 - $8.00 	 do 	: 343 : 513 : 445 : -13 
$8.01 and over 	 do 	: 6,482 : 7,350 : 8,356 : 14 

Children's and infants': 	 : : • . • 
Total quantity 	 1,000 pairs--: 19.892: 24.340 : 30.737 : 26 

Less than $1.25 	 do 	: 3,050 : 4,141 : 5,924 : 43 
$1.26 - $2.50 	 do----: 4,478 : 4,771 : 5,182 : 9 
$2.51 - $5.00 	 -do----: 9,212 : 12,373 : 15,238 : 23 
$5.01 - $8.00 	 do 	: 2,628 : 2,477 : 3,539 : 43 
$8.01 and over 	 do----: 524 : 578 : 853 : 48 

All other footwear: 2/ • . • . . . 
Total quantity 	1,000 pairs--: 93.883 : 135.406 : 120,771 : -11 

Less than $1.25----------do----: 34,066 : 32,891 : 40,392 : 23 
$1.26 - $2.50 	 do----: 8,014 : 11,602 : 12,618 : 9 
$2.51 - $5.00 	 do----: 17,476 : 42,059 : 31,903 : -24 
$5.01 - $8.00   	do 	: 28,765 : 39,053 : 29,313 : -25 
$8.01 and over 	 do 	: 5,563 : 9,800 : 6,545 : -33 

All categories: • . : . 
Total quantity 	 1,000 pairs--: 479.534 : 581.716 : 725.746 : 25 
Less than $1.25 	 -do----: 58,951 : 62,458 : 97,314 : 56 
$1.26 	$2.50 	 - do : 42,310 : 45,733 : 53,107 : 16 
$2.51 - $5.00 	 do----: 131,120 : 188,576 : 200,332 : 6 
$5.01 - $8.00 	 -----do----: 136,226 : 152,260 : 191,591 : 26 
$8.01 and over 	 . do 	: 110,926 : 132,689 : 183,402 : 38 

1/ Import values are customs value, not including freight, insurance, duties, 
and importers' markups. 

2/ Includes TSUS items 700.72-700.95, excluding slipper socks (TSUSA items 
700.7220 and 700.7320), and disposable footwear (TSUSA item 700.9000). 

Source: Compiled from official statistics of the U.S. Department of Commerce. 

Note.--Because of rounding, figures may not add to the totals shown. 

U.S. International Trade Commission 
March 1985 
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SUMMARY OF PLANT CLOSINGS 1981 - 1984 

1981 	 38 
1982 	 33 
1983 	 42 
1984 	 59 

U. S. FOOTWEAR FACTORIES NOW CLOSED 
1984 

FIRM 
	

LOCATION 
	

FIRM 
	

LOCATION 

• Syracuse, NY 
Cookeville, TN 
Dover, NH 
Hagerstown,MO 
Denver, PA 
Elkins, WV 
Moulton, TX 
E. Brookfield, MA 
Pittsfield, IL . 

Booneville, MS 
Humbolt, TN 
Selmer, TN 
Hagerstown, MD 
Worcester, MA 
New York, NY 
Los Angeles, CA 
Chippewa Falls, W! 
Mayflower, AR 
Presque Isle, ME 
Dilwyn, VA 
Blackstone, VA 
Salinas, PR 
Lawrence, MA 
Hialeah, FL 
Lewiston, ME 
Casey, IL - 
Robinson, IL 
Rumford, ME 
Lewisberg, TN 
Centerville, TN 
Buford, GA 
New York, NY 
Greenup, IL 
Lancaster, PA 
Hanover, PA 
White Sulphur Springs, 
Middletown, MD 
Paris, AR 
Brooklyn, NY 
Auburn, PA 
El Dorado Springs, MC 
Salem, MO 
Rochester, NH 
Lawrence, MA . 

A.E. NETTLETON 
ACME BOOT CO. 
AERIAL FOOTWEAR CO. 
ANTIETAM FOOTWEAR CO. 
A.R. WOLF SHOE CO. 
BATA SHOE CO. 
BONA ALLEN BOOT CO. 
BROOKFIELD ATHLETIC 
BROWN SHOE CO. 
BROWN SHOE CO. 
BROWN SHOE CO. 
BROWN SHOE CO. 
CANNON SHOE. CO. 
CAPITOL FOOTWEAR 
CERTIFIED CREATIONS,INC. 
CHARISMA 
CHIPPEWA SHOE CO. 
CISME SHOE CO. 	- 
CONVERSE, INC. 
CRADDOCK-TERRY SHOE CO. 
CRADDOCK-TERRY SHOE CO. 
DIXON-FORD SHOE CO. 
DOMESTIC SHOE CO. 
EAGLE MFG. CO. 
ESPY SHOE, INC.** 
ET1LEBRICK SHOE CO. 
ETTLEBRICK SHOE CO. 
G. H. BASS & CO. 
GENESCO, INC. 
GEORGIA BOOT/DURANGO 
GEORGIA INDUSTRIES 
GOODY TWO SHOES 
GREENUP MFG. 
HADDAD SHOE CO. 
HANOVER SHOE CO. 
HANOVER SHOE CO. 
HANOVER SHOE CO.** 
HERBST CORP. 
HERCULES SHOE MFG. CO . 
HUBLER SHOE CO. 
INTERNATIONAL SHOE CO. 
INTERNATIONAL SHOE CO. 
JAMESONS' SHOE CORP. 
JO-GAL SHOE CO. 

JUVENILE SHOE CO. 
K $ F SHOE CO. 
KALAIDJIAN SHOE 
KENNEY & WALDMAN, INC. 
KIMEL SHOE CO. 
LEO KESSLEN & SONS,INC. 
MELVILLE MFG.** 
MELVILLE MFG. 
MELVILLE MFG. 
MELVILLE MFG. 
MELVILLE MFG. 
MELVILLE MFG. 
MELVILLE MFG. 
MID-AMERICA SHOE CO. 
MILFORD SHOE, INC. 
MILLER SHOE CO. 
,MILLER-HESS SHOE & CO. 
MOOSE RIVER MOC. CO . 
NEW MARKET FTWR. 
NOCONA BOOT CO. 
NOCONA BOOT CO. 
NORSKI OF AMERICA 
QUAKER SHOE CO. 
R.G. BARRY MFG. 
REGINA FOOTWEAR, INC. 
RICHARD SHOE CO. 
ROBERT SHOE CO. 
RODEO BOOT CO. 
ROLLER DERBY SKATE CORP 
SELVIN SHOE MFG. CO . 
SIR-GAL FOOTWEAR, INC. 
SOMERSWORTH SHOE CO. 
STRIDE RITE CORP. 
STRIDE RITE CORP. 
STRIDE RITE CORP. 

WV SYLVANIA SHOE CO. 
THALBERT SHOE CO. 
TOBIN-HAMILTON CO.** 
TRED-2 
M.S. SHOE CD. 
U.S. SHOE CO. 
WALDO SHOE CO. 
WELPRO, INC. 
WINIG SHOE CORP. 
WOLVERINE WORLD WIDE  

Sarcoxie, MO 
Wilkes-Barre, FA 
Los Angeles, CA 
Los Angeles, CA 
Los Angeles, CA 
Nashua, NH 
Brunswick, ME 
Mt. City, TN 
Sparta, NC 
Hot Springs, NC 
Boone, NC 
Somersworth, NH 
Norway, ME 
Sullivan, MG 
Milford, MA 
Cincinnati, OH 
Akron, PA 
Skowhegan, ME 
New Market, NH 
Vernon, TX 
Gainesville, TX 
Oshkosh, WI 
Allentown, PA 
Columbus, OH 
Brooklyn, NY 
Lowell, MA 
Somersworth; NH 
Lawrenceburg, TM 
.Litchfield, IL. 
Baltimore, MD 
Bowdoinham, ME 
Somersworth, NH 
Boston, MA 
Presque Isle, ME 
Pittsfield, ME 
Greencastle, PA 
Santa Isabel, PR 
Birchtree, MO 
DeQueen, AR 
W. Liberty, KY 
Wilmington, OH 
Belfast, ME 
Seabrook, NH 
Amsterdam, NY 
Big Rapid, MI 

U. S. FOOTWEAR FACTORIES TO BE CLOSED IN 1-985 
BENDEY SHOE CO. 
BROWN SHOE CO. 
BROWN SHOE CO. 
GENESCO 
R.G. BARRY MFG. 

Bangor, ME 
Charleston, IL 
McKenzie, TN 
Tullahoma, TN 
Chattanooga, TN 

Source: 
* 

FIA data based on various industry sources. 
Plants have announced they will close. 
Component Factory/Stitching Room 1/17/85 




